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DISCOURSE. 
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1 THESS, 5 21. 

PROVE ALL THIKGS. HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD. 

Liberal precepts, enjoined by a writer 
who expreffes preciCely what he fliould fay, with an 
hone ft, enlightened, generous mind, have interefting 
charms for rational delight. With this view we 
may efteem the text:—-This difeiplinary direction 
to chaftife our intellectual powers by a ftudious in- 
veftigation of fubjeCts, and check our roving fancies 
and erring propenfities, by a firm retention of truth, 
is a fafe and eftimable rule, to prune the afperitie-, 
of nature, imprefs moral duties, and foften the man ¬ 
ners of men : and focieties coalefcing with this de- 
fign, merit applaufe. The rule, to prove all things, 
and hold faft that which is good, while it requires 
proof by experiment, concedes freedom to thought ; 
yet tacitly cenfures the levity of imagination, and 
explodes the glittering conjecture of fancy. 

As a pofleffion of the materials proper to trace 
and demonftrate fubjeCts mtift be admitted ; there¬ 
fore to prove the antiquity, defign and ufe of Ma- 
fonry, muft bethe refult of mafonic acumen. They 
profefledly hold the key to the myfteries, and unlock 
the enigmatical portal to the art. When retracing 
the fteps of myftic device, and calmly exploring the 
confufion of ages, they rejeCt the vulgarized emblems 
anderrorsof polytheifm,andcullthegemsof the craft. 
It may fuffice the curious, the inquifitive or unini- 
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tiated, to be informed, that an induction to the art 
by oral inftruction is neceffary, to furnifli the mind 
with the arcana of the myfteries involved in figures, 
fo that hieroglyphics which contain the maxims of 
the order, may be inftantly known and readily de¬ 
ciphered. When oriental figures are diverted of 
idolatrous trappings and unmeaning glitter, moral 
leffons appear; and it has been the laudable ambi¬ 
tion of the learned to difentangle them. To the 
inveftigating mind, Egyptian myfteries, Phoenician 
maxims, Pythagorean fecrets and Druidical rites 
are elucidated and purified by biblical fkill; and 
the origin of many of their mingled views, encum¬ 
bered rites and labored devotions, may be deduced 
from Hebrew emblems. As primitive fcience was 
allufively hid, and taught by charafteriftic figns, 
therefore, to preferve the art, continue ancient 
wifdom and erect a moraf ftructure—to eftablifli a 
univerfal language intelligible to the order in every 
clime, and adopt rules for faith and manners, is the 
profefled defign of this inftitution ; and thofe who 
bewray the profeflion, incur cenfure. As every 
approved fentiment and practice is fandtioned by 
revelation, therefore the light of the ancients diredts 
to the fcience. Thofe who encountered the toils of 
the rude ages of time with virtue and conftancy, 
are famples of patient continuance in well doing. 
By retracing their fteps, virtue is encouraged. 
Though rudenefs prevailed in the antediluvian agef^ 
and threatened the extinction of light, contemning ' 
the maxims of truth matured by longevity, yet 
Noah, unyielding to the feduclions of vice, verified 
the prediction at his birth, by preaching rightecuf- 
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nefs to comfort the faithful and reprove the vicious, 
till raifed above the tranfgreffion and ruin of a de¬ 
luged world. Thus learning by the toilfome bene¬ 
volence of the patriarch, we are pleafingly imprefTed 
with his unforced piety, to fee him, at the removal 
of the flood, ready to collect materials for an altar. 

We ought to emulate his virtue, and rebuke the 
avaricious who infincercly promife to worihip after 
they have procured for themfelves. 

That diftinguifhing piety was fucceeded by an efta- 
blifhmentof the covenant; and as a token of God’s 
wifdom and power to protect his people and annoy 
his foes, a bow was placed in the cloud. After one 
hundred and twenty years,fomewho journeyedfrom 
the eaft arrogantly attempted to erect a tower in the 
plains of Shinar to perpetuate their name ; but the 
imperfect delxgn was fruftrated by the confufion oi 
tongues. Probably like barbarians to each other 
the unintelligible fpeechof the prefumptuous work¬ 
men might feem to each other like mocking replies, 
a provocation to their turbulent difperfion. Had 
they not fymbolized their arts and impreffed their 
fcience in hieroglyphics, a tranfmiffion of their ac- * 
quirements would have been difficult. That event 
however ftands as a frowning monitor againft un¬ 
warranted practices. By paging among theancients, 
leffons of virtue are taken from the venerable Abra¬ 
ham—of hofpkality from Lot the juft; while we 
are indicatively taught to obey by the petrified pillar 
of fait he left in the plain. Contemplation and fub- 
miifion are inculcated with native luftre by the muf- 
ing Ifaac. Heroic fortitude, wifdoua to plan, fkih 






to execute, and meeknefs to fupport, are teachable 
traits in the learned Moles. Thus progrcfimg in the 
vef'iges of thefaithful, we arrive at Mount Moriah, 
to view the permanent foundation and admire the 
exquifite workmanlhlp of the temple. As contem¬ 
plations of Boaz and Jachin,the emblems of ftrength 
and liability, impart courage and perfeverance, the 
order, beauty and fymmetry of the fabric expand 
the moralizing iiixnd; and the ordinances of divine 
fervice, the worldly ianctuary, the tabernacle, the 
golden candleftick, the fliew bread, the fecond vail, 
and all the relative furniture, figuratively combine 
to give a zeft for moral Inilrudion. 

To the prophetic fignals we are indebted, as they 
diftindively point to the Archetype of fymbols.-— 
jofiiua and Zerubbabel, as cotemporary laborers, are 
interefting teacfierS. The firft as Handing before 
the angel, divefted of his filthy garments and dad 
in white, an emblem of innocence; the other with 
a plumb-line in his- hand, founding the fecond tem¬ 
ple, and bringing forth the top Itone with flioutings. 
But as the regions of this fdence are inaccefiible to 
the uninitiated, probably to fuch the moll elaborate 
public delineation would need a tranllation; there¬ 
fore ignorance mull feel unarmed, and even the 
delicacy of virulence will reflrain cenfure. 

Should the cafual introduction of an inapplicable 
figure excite momentary furprife, it will find an ex- 
cufable flicker in that approved maxim of the order, 
that “the imperfections of a brother claim a bro¬ 
ther’ s indalgence.” Therefore they finite no honeH 
laborer, as a conjectural tyro. 
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To moralize by metaphors, to renounce the chi¬ 
meras of ignorance, and fertilize the domain of mo¬ 
ral action, being the dcfign of Mafonry, is diftincl 
from the blended rules of fuperflition. Theirfen- 
timerits are abft racily moral. Being induced by 
the light of fcience, directed by the ruli oS. duty, led 
by the ling of fincerity, and proportioned by the 
fquare of juft ice, they cheerfully employ the plumb - 
line of counfel to found mental prejudices and paf- 
fions, and candidly confefs the truth of the port’s 
remark—that, 

“ By education we have been mifled, 

So we believe, becailfe we were lo bred'. 

The pried continues what the nurfe begfan. 

And thus the child impofes on the man." 

Being confcious that a true interpreter of the man¬ 
ners, cuftoms, rites, events and arts of antiquity 
will unfold the door to mental improvement, they 
feleft rules to enlighten, refine and elevate the mind, 
and render men ufeful in life. Alfo, fenfible that 
true piety is not governed by human policy, paffion, 
the fword or fire, they difclaim religious fury and 
intolerance, and deteft an invafion of the rights of 
confcience. As they have borne the teft of fcrutiny, 
and unretaliated have met the cruel abufe of popifh 
bulls, fynodical edicts, and thundering anathemas to 
blot them from fociety, yet having affumed no reli¬ 
gious tyranny they excite to emulation. Had their 
virtue always been as confpicuous as their retentive 
confidence to the craft, they vtould emblazon the 
hiftoric page, and blunt the tooth of flftnder. Their 
avowed principles however are good, and are their 
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own recommendation to the liberal public. An in» 
dividual departure from thofe maxims deferves time¬ 
ly rebuke; but to fix an invidious ftigma upon a 
profeffional clafs of citizens for the deviations and 
impieties of fome, is too cenforious and uncharita¬ 
ble to be approved The principles on which they 
profeffedly build, are honefiy, truth, benevolence, 
charity and juftice. 

Honejly, as the bond of foeiety and the gem of 
friendfhip and confidence, is as indifpenfable as the 
key-ftone to a building. It is a permanent, energe¬ 
tic principle, a guard to temperance, a friend to vir¬ 
tue, and defpifes the groundlefs reputation of deceit. 
Allied to truth, it inveftigates with candor, triumphs 
over fophiftry, and maintains an irrefiftible conteft 
againil crimes, while it fupports rectitude of con¬ 
duct, decency of manners and delicacy of fehti- 
ment. Thefe radicals give a tone arid permanency 
to virtue and friendship. Friendfhips built upon 
the illufions of fancy or the intereft of the moment, 
are fickle as the reveries of a vifionary, which ele¬ 
vate to deceive; or the unfubftantial gibberifh of 
infanity. By honefty and truth benevolence is cha¬ 
racterized, and the rule to do unto all men as thou 
wouldeft they fhould do unto thee, forbids diffem- 
bled love and feigned affection. 

Benevolence is not merely ideal, greeting itfelf 
while unfeeling to the calamities of indigence : it is 
a captivating quality, it infpirits the foul, is difiufive 
and commends itfelf. The heart impreffed by good 
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'will, mourns over merit in want, and pities mifery 
in diftrefs ; and if an enemy hunger will feed him, 
and if he thirft will give him drink, not with a 
view to heap coals of fire on his head, and conftrue 
it as a privilege to infult his calamity. No. It 
delights to db good, to quench the blaze which 
flames from the bread: of envy. It beams with mo- 
deft warmth, and often kindles affection in the acrid 
breaftof flander. It frequently produces fhame and 
regret in the hearts of thofe who have fought to black¬ 
en what they could not deftroy. Thus it poffeffes 
an influence, that while it fubdues, it enriches the 
conquered, difarms the cruel, and diverts reproach. 
Benevolence, the bond of brotherhood, is graced by 
charitable deeds, and bids indigence arife and fmile. 

Charity , which feeketh not her own, envieth 
not, fuffereth long and is kind, like an oracular gem 
in the high prieft’s robe, it modeftly irradiates and 
imparts beneficence. It is the profeffional ambit of 
the mafonic order ; and thofe who are actuated by 
its genuine influence, do not ambitioufly commu¬ 
nicate with the right hand to gratify the left, or 
to gain the fulfome applaufe of flattery. The ap¬ 
probation of the Omnifcient Benefactor is to them 
an ample reward. Charity, as an abftract quality, 
would be timoroufly kind and unboundedly muni¬ 
ficent ; therefore, to guard it from fuperftitious mif- 
applications, it muft be governed by juftice. 

Juft ice, as the celebrated Brown obferves, is a 
regulating principle, and dictates to a righteous dif- 
tribution,renderingtoall their dues,cuftom to whom 
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ajftom, tribute to whom tribute; equity to men, 
and aid to the indigent. Thofe principles are con- 
felled, as the ethical bafis which fupports every reg¬ 
ular column in the mafonic building. A human 
compaft thus fentimentally determined, will exhibit 
a humane, generous, noble expanfibility of charac¬ 
ter ; and with a judicious liberality, exert every 
power to render fociety happy. Should it be retort¬ 
ed, that this bright character is often fullied by the 
imperfections of its VGtaries,and rendered fufpicious; 
and that the indelible {lain given to the order by the 
deceptive enterptife and atheiftical device of Euro¬ 
pean philofophifts, thofe demoralizing pretenders to 
iOuminifin, have {lamped it with intriguing defign j 
let it be obferved, that thofe blemilhes are deplored, 
sind thefe illicit obtrufions contemned by the upright. 

It is acknowledged, that when unfuitable charac¬ 
ters afifume a profeffional badge, nothing valuable is 
gained, for with fuch, the grand fimplicity of truth, 
virtue and innocence, is a nominal mantle for fyco- 
phancy ; and the acquifition of fuch is additional 
ihame, in which the members frequently become 
reciprocal Iharers. Thofe who ad a borrowed cha- 
rader, and perfonate virtue in words, are illulive, 
wicked and mean; and although fuch may riot in 
violations,and unafliamedly applaud the bafe arts of 
dillimulation, they enjoy nought but the vile revel¬ 
ry of mifanthropy. But the original principles of 
this inftitution forbid vice, and inculcate virtue, 
enjoin an exad oblervance of relative and focial 
duties, ftimulate to adive beneficence, and excite to 


Vigilance. They infill upon unanimity, founded up- 
on the word of the Great Architect, and are un¬ 
yielding to the capricious humors of partial meta- 
phyficians. They encourage inveftigation, and com¬ 
mend firmnefs. Thefe primordial rules are effen- 
tial, and cannot be violated with impunity. They 
are fuited to every grade—the embellifhment of ru- 
lers, the defence of citizens* the attraftive accom- 
plilhment of matters, and the confidential orna¬ 
ment of fervants. No focial compact can be honor¬ 
able, happy and durable without a compliance with 
thefe requilites. They are good and profitable unto 
men. Should death terminate our exiftence and 
annihilate every idea of futurity, fuch rules are in« 
feparable with our prefent good, to felicitate life. 
Should a carelefs eafe, the refult of infenfibility, 
or the forced gaiety of wickednefs, render us in ¬ 
different to thofe maxims, it would be a fpecies of 
moral filicide. Thofe who indolently float through 
the rapid fuccefilon of time allotted them, regard- 
lefs of the voice of wifdom, fordidly gratify tliera- 
felves with fraudulent charms, and accumulate ruin. 
Hence the neceflity of proving all things and hold¬ 
ing fall that which is good, to repel ignorance, and 
cultivate the virtues which adorn fociety. The cau¬ 
tionary precept in the text implicitly prohibits a re¬ 
liance upon exterior decorations and ihadowy a- 
mufements, to the neglect of that illuminating vein 
in the ancient types, which is the foul of allegory, 
the vigor of devotion, and the infpiration of blifs. 
As the fublime evidence of everlafting light beams 
forth with indubitable proof, may we not regret 
that any, as a fpirited writer remarks, fhould “take 
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as much care to guard againft an inroad of ideas 
from this folemn quarter, as the inhabitants of Hol¬ 
land do againft the irruption of the feaand that 
their opinions fhould “really form a kind of moral 
dyke againft an invafion from the other world.” But 
in juftice to thofe views excited by the allegorical ah 
lu lions in fcripture, our time, talents and efteem are 
indifpenfably claimed, and our unremitted appro¬ 
bation of the Mefliah demanded. 

John, the harbinger of Jefus, whofe memory is 
preferved by an anniverfary feftival, has left an in- 
fpired opinion, that our unreferved fubmiflion and 
higheft veneration are due to the Preferver of Ifrael, 
who taketh away fin. This fervent Baptift, who 
preached in the wildernefe of Judea, urging repen¬ 
tance, internal virtue and equivalent works, was 
recognized by the Melfiah as a burning and fhining 
light. He alarmingly repelled the boafting Phari- 
fees, as the fruitlefs branches of an emblematical hi¬ 
erarchy ; and difregirded their impertinent claims, 
as the reciprocal pretenfions of proud devotees. 

The concurrent inftruftions of John the Baptift, 
of Chrift and the Apoftles, enforce the humbling 
thought, that the influences of the word of God, 
like a fire and a hammer that break the rock in 
pieces, are necefiary, to fubject the mind—that our 
diforderiy pride may be broken off, and contemp¬ 
tuous paflions fubdued—that the fuperfluous ruft 
of deceit may be removed, and the heart, which is 
deceitful above all things, cleanfed, and a right frame 
of fpirit imparted—that ignorance may be iuppreff- 
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cd, and light, love and obedience infpirit the feral. 
Infpired principles muft govern and purify us, and 
give liability to our hopes. For in the cor re A 
opinion of the writer of our text, we muft be trans¬ 
formed by the renewing of our minds, if we would 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God. A relu&ance to trace the fubjeeft, 
evinces a dilapproval of the intrinlic purity of the 
facred emblems, and an unwillingnefs to prove all 
things and prefer the beft. Surely the intenfe ap¬ 
plication of the moft elevated genius may be honor¬ 
ed, raifed and rewarded by the truth. Angels defire 
to look into the myftcry, and improve their intel¬ 
lectual pleafure, while ftudying the manifold wifdom 
of God in redemption* Spiritual truth enhances as 
we inveftigate, and encourages an intrepid compof- 
ure under the darkening cloud of diffolution. 
Should we fondly doat over our imperfect virtues 
to the neglect of the efficient life of the Word, and 
draw a guileful lhade over the feene of death, the 
moft critical ftage of our exiftence, we Ihould re¬ 
ferable the folly of a heedlefs mortal embarking on 
a foreign voyage with his eyes clofed, left he Ihould 
be furprifed by the fluttered ftate of his veflel. La¬ 
mentably deluded muft that mind be that refufes to 
prove and hold fall that which is good, that con¬ 
temns the pure jewels of truth, and difregards the 
voice of the finner’s friend, who pathetically ex¬ 
claims, I counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayeft be rich ; and white raiment 
that thou mayeft be clothed, and anoint thine eyes 
that thou mayeft fee. 
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May it be the happy confideration an^choice of 
each in this numerous affembly to embrace that 
truth by which we may rife to the masons of reft;,, 
and enter 

Complete in robes of light, to end our race* 

Where unaffedfced candor fills the place ; 

And charity th' illumin'd band combines* 

Ho more to toll, or led by rnyfiic Signs ; 

Where artlefs, pure, celeftial eloquence* 

Admits no di&ion to pervert the fenfe— 

The fublime arc with perfeft echoes ring ' 

Estatic praifes to the eternal King* 

i${ ' f ;• 
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